CONSANGUINITY  AND  AFFINITY.
persons closely allied in blood are apt to produce an off-
spring feeble in body and tending to insanity in mind. (*)
I.   TALMUDICAL   EXTENSIONS.
§  11.
By the authority of the Sopherim, the Talmudic law
partly extended the Biblical prohibitions to the ascend-
ing and descending lines of whatever degree, partly went
one degree above the Biblical, partly added a new homo-
geneous degree. (2)
(a) The first-mentioned extensions are in general of very
slight practical consequence, on account of the great
disparity of years between the parties.    The extensions
are made in the following cases :
 (1)	See Bishop's Marr. and Div., i., § 313.
 (2)	Talm. Yebamoth, p. 21: Maimonides Ishuth I. 6; Eben Ha-Ezer
XV.   The guiding principle of the rabbinical Law was to extend the
prohibition to the whole line wherever the Mosaic law refers to lineal
ascendants or descendants, and also, where a mistake might easily be
made on account of a common appellation.   Thus, mother's mother's
mother, and so upward, is forbidden, because the mother is interdicted
in the Mosaic Law; while the extension to the father's mother, though
not mentioned in the Mosaic Law, was made because the appellation
grandmother is used without distinction for both the mother's and
father's mother.   It is hardly necessary to remark, that in making these
extensions ad infinitum the rabbis had merely theoretical conse-
quences in view, just as the "Table of Kindred and Affinity" of the
Anglican Church, interdicting thirty alliances to men, and the same
number to women, opens with: " A man may not marry his—1, grand-
mother; 2, grandfatherJs wife; 3, wife's grandmother."
Of more practical purport are the extensions going only one degree
above the Biblical prohibitions in the lateral lines. They are partly
deduced from them by analogy, partly intended to be ,a preventive
against transgressing the express interdictions of the Mosaic Law.

